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HOW TO RENEW 
PERMANENT 
RESIDENT CARD 



PERMANET RESIDENT CARD RENEWAL APPLICATION 
To renew your PR card, you must:

1.fill out and submit the application form;

2.include two photos that follows our 
specifications;

3.inlcude supporting documents; and.

4.pay the $ 50 fee.

You can apply for a permanent resident card 
(PR card) if you:
•have permanent resident status,
•are in Canada,
•have not been asked by the Government of 
Canada to leave the country, and
•are not a Canadian citizen.

Validity
A PR card is usually issued for a 
period of five years, but may only be 
issued for one year under certain 
circumstances. It is valid until the 
date of expiry listed on the card. 

Forms and Supporting Documents
Your request to reissue your PR card must contain the following pieces of 
information. If any item is missing, your application will be returned to you.

•The application form Request to Reissue a Permanent 

Resident Card (IMM 5531) (PDF, 703.45 KB);
•Your current PR card;

•A copy of your Record of Landing (IMM 1000) or Confirmation of 

Permanent Residence;

•A copy of the identity page of your passport; 

•If applicable, a copy of your approved Request to Amend 

Immigration Record of Landing or Confirmation of Permanent 

Residence form (IMM 1436) and a copy of the cover letter that 

you received with the approved Request; and

•If applicable, the Verification of Status document from the CIC 

Query Response Centre confirming the approval of your request 

for an amendment to a permanent resident document.

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/newcomers/about-pr.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/citizenship/rules/index.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/pdf/kits/forms/IMM5531E.PDF


Things you need in order to fill application 
Forms and Supporting Documents

Your request to reissue your PR card must contain the following pieces of information. If any item is missing, your application will be 

returned to you.
•The application form Request to Reissue a Permanent Resident Card (IMM 5531
•Your current PR card;

•A copy of your Record of Landing (IMM 1000) or Confirmation of Permanent Residence;

•A copy of the identity page of your passport; 

•If applicable, a copy of your approved Request to Amend Immigration Record of Landing or Confirmation of Permanent Residence form (IMM 1436) and a copy 

of the cover letter that you received with the approved Request; and

•If applicable, the Verification of Status document from the CIC Query Response Centre confirming the approval of your request for an amendment to a 

permanent resident document.

Photographs
If your photograph is the item that requires correction, you will need to include two (2) photos taken within 6 months of the date of this application. You must:

•Place the two (2) photographs in a small envelope,

•Write the name of the applicant on the envelope,

•Do not use a staple, paper clip or glue on your photo,

Photograph requirements
•You must provide two (2) identical and unaltered photographs.
•Photographs may be in colour or black and white.

•Photographs must be original and not altered in any way or taken from an existing photograph.

•Photographs must reflect your current appearance (taken within the past six (6) months).
The two photographs must be:
taken by a commercial photographer
50 mm x 70 mm (2 inches wide x 2 3/4 inches long) and sized so the height of the face measures between 31 mm and 36 mm (1 1/4 inches and 1 7/16 inches) from chin to crown of head 
(natural top of head)
clear, sharp and in focus



YOU SHOULD APPLY IF: •If none of these situations apply to you, we may 
not process your application.

•If your PR card was lost, stolen or destroyed, 
there are extra steps you will need to follow.

•We will only send PR cards to addresses within 
Canada. There is another process for permanent 
residents outside Canada without a PR card.

•Do not apply for a new card to fix a mistake on 
your PR card.

•You did not get a PR card within 
180 days of immigrating to 
Canada;

•You have a PR card that has 
expired or will expire in less than 
nine months;

•You have a PR card that has been 
lost, stolen, or destroyed; or

•You have legally changed your 
name and need to update the 
name on your PR card.

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?q=47&t=10
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?q=605&t=10
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?q=563&t=10


PROCCESSING TIME FOR PR CARD

Permanent Resident 
cards

Renewing or replacing 
a PR card

45 days 

Permanent 
Resident cards

New PR card

41 days 



IMPACT ON THE CHANGES TO 

THE CITIZENSHIP LAW.



CURRENT ACT VS   PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
By JUSTIN TRUDEAU

•Physical presence in Canada
•Current act: Physical presence for 4 out of 6 years before the date of 

application.
•Proposed amendment: Physical presence for 3 out of 5 years before the 

date of application
•Counting temporary status

•Current act: Time spent in Canada as a non-permanent resident may not 
be counted.

•Proposed amendment: Applicants may count each day they were 
physically present in Canada as a temporary resident or protected person 
before becoming a permanent resident as a half-day toward meeting the 
physical presence requirement for citizenship, up to a maximum of one 
year of credited time.



CURRENT VS PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

•Less burdensome annual physical presence requirement

•Current act: The Citizenship Actalso requires a person to be physically present in 
Canada for at least 183 days during any four (4) calendar years that are fully or 
partially within the six (6) years immediately before the date of the application.

•Proposed amendment: Repeal The Citizenship Act that requires a person to be 
physically present in Canada for at least 183 days during any four (4) calendar 
years that are fully or partially within the six (6) years immediately before the date 
of the application.

•language proficiency

•Current act: Applicants aged 14-64 must meet language requirements and pass 
knowledge test.

•Proposed amendment: Applicants aged 18-54 must meet language requirements 
and pass knowledge test.



CURRENT VS PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

•Canadian income taxes

•Current act: File Canadian income taxes, if required to do so under 
the Income Tax Act, for four taxation years out of six years, matching 
physical presence requirement.

•Proposed amendment: File Canadian income taxes, if required to do 
so under the Income Tax Act, for three taxation years out of five years, 
matching proposed new physical presence requirement.



CURRENT VS PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

•Conditional sentence now a bar

•Current act: Time spent serving a conditional sentence order can be 
counted towards meeting physical presence requirements. Convicted 
individuals who are serving conditional sentence orders (sentences 
served in the community with certain conditions) are not prohibited 
from being granted citizenship or taking the oath of citizenship.

•Proposed amendment: Time spent under a conditional sentence 
order cannot be counted towards meeting the physical presence 
requirements; and those serving a conditional sentence order are 
prohibited from being granted citizenship or taking the oath of 
citizenship.



Citizenship – Fees

Application $CAN

Right of Citizenship 100

Grant of Citizenship – Fees

Application $CAN

Adult Grant of Citizenship 530

Depending on your situation, you will 

need to pay one or more of these fees.



PREVIOUS TO APPLY 
FOR CANADIAN 

CITIZENSHIP 



Since May 2012, the government has asked many more applicants to fill in the very detailed Residence 
Questionnaire (RQ). Some applicants spend weeks tracking down the information requested, and then must wait 
months before institutions supply the documents. The time allowed to respond to the questionnaire is less than the 
time generally needed to gather all the documents. Some of the documents cost money to obtain.

Citizenship applicants have reported feeling discouraged when they are given the RQ – it can make them feel as 
though they are being regarded as suspicious or fraudulent, and sends an unwelcoming message.

RESIDENCE QUESTIONNAIRE 



Negative impact in low income families

New fees become a barrier for big families.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ON FAMILIES

The fees for citizenship 
have also gone up $650



THANK YOU 


