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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The land on which we gather today is the 
traditional territory of many nations, including 
the Mississaugas, Anishnabeg, Chippewa, 
Haudenosaunee and Wendat, and is now home 
to many First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.

We also recognize that Toronto is covered by 
Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation and by the Williams Treaty 
signed with multiple Mississauga and Chippewa 
bands.
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FCJ REFUGEE CENTRE
WALKING WITH UPROOTED PEOPLE

• We are a non-profit organization which serves refugees and others at risk due 
to their immigration status

• We welcome anyone asking for advice, counsel and support regarding 
these issues.

• We address systemic issues that newly arrived refugee claimants and persons 
with precarious immigrations status face in Canada including lack of 
resources, marginalization, and discrimination.
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THE EDUCATION SYSTEM IN CANADA

• Education in Canada is provincially administered

• The Ministry of Education is the Ontario government 
ministry responsible for government policy, funding, 
curriculum planning and direction at all levels of 
public education, including elementary and secondary 
schools.
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Regularized vs. Precarious Status

• Examples of Regularized 
Status:

• Canadian Citizen

• Permanent Resident

• Convention Refugee

• Protected person

• International student*

• Visitor*
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• Examples of Precarious Status:

• Refugee Claimants

• Refused Refugee Claimants

• International student*

• Visitor*

• Those caught in limbo due to immigration policy changes

• Victims & Survivors of Human Trafficking

• Those involved in sponsorship breakdown

• Anyone without official immigration status living in 
Canada



Education Act
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The Rules of the Game.
ACCESS TO PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION.

• School-age children who have arrived in Canada as visitors must wait 6 months 
before entering school.

• School-age children who have filed a refugee claim at the port of entry can enter 
immediately, as they will have the Acknowledgement of Claim (AOC) letter.

• School-age children who have filed a refugee claim in-country must wait to receive 
their refugee documents to enter school.

• School-age children whose parents hold a valid study or work permit before the child 
enrolls in school enjoy the same fee exemption as domestic students.

www.fcjrefugeecentre.org



Educational System in Toronto

• Ministry of Education

• TDSB (Toronto District School Board)

• TCDSB (Toronto Catholic District School Board)
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TCDSB (TORONTO CATHOLIC 
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD)

• Newly arrived students will be 
supported directly at the home 
school at the elementary level 
(ages 4-13).

• Newly arrived students in High 
School (ages 14 to 18) will 
generally be directed to the 
Guidance Center for an English 
and Math Assessment Test to 
assign their Grade level and 
assign them to a school.
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TDSB (TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL 
BOARD)

• Newly arrived students will be 
directed to the Office of 
Admissions and International 
Students.



WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED?

• Passport (parents + child(ren))

• Birth certificate (child(ren))

• 2 different proofs of address (can be a rental contract, bank statement/letter, phone 
bill, utility bill, etc.)

• Refugee status documents if you are a refugee (parent(s) + child(ren)); or

• Entry stamps/airline tickets/boarding passes from the day you entered Canada if you 
do not have refugee status (parent(s) + child(ren)); or

• Immigration documents if you hold a study/work permit (parent(s) + child(ren))

For TCDSB registration, there is an additional document.

• Baptismal Certificate (child(ren)/or parent) [REQUIRED ONLY IN PRIMARY SCHOOL].
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HOW TO FIND YOUR LOCAL TCDSB 
SECONDARY SCHOOL?
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CLICK HERE!

HOW TO FIND YOUR LOCAL TCDSB 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL?

CLICK HERE!

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1lisInl-itun5V0zDJiPeOyDJG3UmpRvA&ll=43.659645166839155%2C-79.34528943276369&z=11
https://www.tcdsb.org/page/school-locator


HOW TO FIND YOUR LOCAL TDSB SCHOOL?
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CLICK HERE!

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-your/School/By-Home-Address


WHERE CAN I ENROLL IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT A TCDSB
SCHOOL?

• You can enroll your child in 
the school in person

Or

• You can create an account 
and enroll online here - CLICK 
HERE!
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WHERE CAN I ENROLL IN A TDSB 

ELEMENTARY OR HIGH SCHOOL?

• You can enroll your child in the school 
in person

Or

• You can create an account and enroll 
online here- CLICK HERE!

https://soar.tcdsb.org/Login.aspx
https://soar.tcdsb.org/Login.aspx
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-your/School/Registration


WHERE CAN I ENROLL IN TCDSB SECONDARY 
SCHOOL?

• You have to complete the online application and take 
an assessment test at the Orientation Center.

• You can create an account and register online here -
CLICK HERE!
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https://secsoar.tcdsb.org/


YOU CAN CONTACT US IF YOU NEED 
ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING A LETTER OF 
ENROLLMENT OR A LETTER OF SUPPORT 

FOR YOUR PROCESS.
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QUESTIONS?
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Stefan Enrique Joseph Kallikaden
stefanjk@fcjrefugeecentre.org
416-469-9754 ext. 248

Natalia Mercado Salazar
nataliam@fcjrefugeecentre.org
416-469-9754 ext. 227
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