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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The land we are standing on today is the traditional territory of 
many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 

Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Huron-
Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First 

Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. 

We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 
signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit, and the Williams 

Treaty signed with multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands.
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DISCLAIMER

This presentation is NOT legal advice. It is for information purposes 
to navigate and understand the systems discussed.

The information provided in this session is dated April 09, 2026
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OVERVIEW

• FCJ Refugee Centre

• FCJ Youth Network

• Education System in Canada – Ontario Education Act

• Secondary School Requirements

• Options after High School

• Resources & Advocacy Efforts

www.fcjrefugeecentre.orgwww.fcjrefugeecentre.org



Who We Are
• We are a non-profit organization which serves 

refugees and others at risk due to their immigration 
status

• We welcome anyone asking for information, counsel 
and support regarding these issues.

• We address systemic issues that newly arrived 
refugee claimants and persons with precarious 
immigrations status face in Canada including lack of 
resources, marginalization, and discrimination.

• FCJ Refugee Centre is unique in its capacity to serve 
anyone who needs assistance. We have a particular 
penchant for serving populations who we term as 
“precarious migrants”.
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Service and Resources

www.fcjrefugeecentre.orgwww.fcjrefugeecentre.org



FCJ REFUGEE CENTRE YOUTH NETWORK
• The FCJ Youth Network has been operating for more than 14 years and has 

supported over 650 youth since its inception.

• The FCJ Youth Network is a Brave Space for newcomer and migrant youth 
to come together on a weekly basis to learn, build, and participate in 
community engagement.

• A Brave Space is where everyone feels safe, heard, respected and involved.

• A really important aspect of our youth group is that it is open to any 
newcomer youth regardless of their status. 

• It is an inclusive space for youth to support each other, get involved in the 
community, participate in a variety of activities and workshops, and engage 
in self-advocacy and activism.
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• Many of the projects the youth network pursues, including the original idea of Access To Education, are 
borne from the challenges and barriers many of the youth have personally experienced. 

• We often attend and present at conferences, host community gatherings, travel, have movie nights, 
monthly family dinners, attend marches and rallies in solidarity with each other.

• The members of the FCJ Youth Network continue to act as leaders in the community. 

• The FCJYN engages in policy related discussions at all levels of government – Local, Municipal, Provincial 
and Federal.
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• The official age range of the FCJYN is 13-30; with most youth falling 
between 20-27 presently. The overall network has 120 active members with 
a weekly attendance of 10-15 youth.

• Majority of the youth come to Canada having some level of Secondary 
Education, with a significant portion having already completed school or in 
their final year. Some youth also either have their Post-Secondary 
Education or had to leave their country in the middle of their post-
secondary schooling.

• The youth come from countries such as; Mexico, Columbia, Peru, Gambia, 
Morocco, Uganda, Barbados, Algeria, United States of America, Kenya, St. 
Kitts, Bahamas, Cuba, Nigeria, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Brazil, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Chile, Saudi Arabia, El Salvador, India & China. 

• Many of their first languages are Spanish, Arabic and English, but we aim to 
never allow language to be a barrier to access our services with staff and 
volunteer interpretation; and encouraging methods of learning English to 
build confidence in integration and socializing.
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What is regularized status 

vs precarious status?
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REGULARIZED VS. PRECARIOUS STATUS
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What are examples of ‘regularized’ status? 

• Canadian Citizen

• Permanent Resident

• Convention Refugee 

• Protected person

• International student*

• Visitor*

What are examples of ‘precarious’ status?

• Refugee Claimants

• Refused Refugee Claimants

• International student*

• Visitor*

• Those caught in limbo due to immigration 
policy changes

• Victims & Survivors of Human Trafficking

• Those involved in sponsorship breakdown 

• Anyone without official immigration status 
living in Canada
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Education System FAQs
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EDUCATION SYSTEM IN CANADA
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• Education in Canada is Provincially Administered

• Levels of Education in Ontario can be divided by – Preschool Daycare, Elementary, 

Secondary, and Post-Secondary

• The Ministry of Education is the ministry of the Government of Ontario responsible for 

government policy, funding, curriculum planning and direction in all levels of public 

education, including elementary and secondary schools

• Paul Calandra is the Minister of Education for the Province of Ontario

• The Ministry of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence and Security is the ministry of 

the Government of Ontario responsible for administration of laws relating to post-

secondary education.

• Nolan Quinn is the Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence and Security for 

the Province of Ontario
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Getting Your OSSD (Ontario Secondary School Diploma)

What you need to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma depends on the year you started Grade 9.

If you started Grade 9 in 2023 or in prior years, you must earn:

• 18 compulsory credits; 12 optional credits; the literacy requirement; at least 2 online learning credits

If you started Grade 9 in 2024 or in later years you must earn:

• 17 compulsory credits; 13 optional credits; the literacy requirement; at least 2 online learning credits

Everyone needs 40 hours of community involvement activities (volunteering) to get their high school diploma.
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#18-compulsory-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#18-compulsory-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#12-optional-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#12-optional-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-3
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-3
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#17-compulsory-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#17-compulsory-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#13-optional-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#13-optional-credits
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-3
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-3
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#section-5


What can I do if I don't 
have these credits?
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EdVance Program

18 - 20

Adult School

21+

SECONDARY SCHOOL AGE 18+ AT THE TDSB

NOTE: A VALID IMMIGRATION STATUS IS NEEDED TO ENROLL; AGE NOT COVERED UNDER THE EDUCATION ACT
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LIST OF TDSB ADULT SCHOOLS
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LIST OF 2025-26 QUADS
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Other pathways to get your OSSD

• Aside from Adult Day School, each school board has different options for continuing 

education. Some are in-person, some are virtual, along with Night School and 

Asynchronous learning options

• The Ministry of Education has the Curriculum and resources website for you to get the 

broad overview of what to expect during your learning

• TVO Learn offers the platform for some engaging educational content based off of the 

Ontario curriculum

• TVO ILC is a Ministry overseen independent learning pathway to acquire Ontario high 

school credentials
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Pathways to upgrading professional skills

• The Ministry through their adult learning, offers the Ontario Bridge Training Program 

in partnership with participating training organizations. Fees and offering vary. The 

purpose of the program is to help internationally trained skilled newcomers find jobs 

that match their international training and qualifications

• The TDSB offers a program called Essential Skills Upgrading. This is the program 

description from their website: "The Essential Skills Upgrading (ESU) program provides 

free adult classes in Toronto to help learners improve their English reading and 

writing, mathematics, and computer skills."
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Some alternative resources

For possibility of certificates:

• Toronto Public Library eLearning (different versions offered in other municipalities)

• Class Central

For sole purpose of learning:

• Khan Academy

• Volunteering/Internships

For paid forms of post-secondary credentials students can consider taking individual 

courses at the international student rates or enrolling in bridging programs where their 

status allows. Especially, if the program length is lesser than 6 months.
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

• The PLAR (or MPLAR for mature students) is a formal process that offers learners the 

opportunity to earn credit(s) for college courses based on formal demonstration of 

prior learning usually acquired through study, work, and other life experiences that is 

not recognized through formal credit transfer mechanisms

• This is usually done by the institution where the student is studying or enrolled to 

begin school. There might be a fee for the process.

• Up to 26/30 credits can be acquired through this process. The remaining 4 credentials 

including one English credit has to be taken in order to receive an OSSD
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Educational Options Handout

www.fcjrefugeecentre.orgwww.fcjrefugeecentre.org



www.fcjrefugeecentre.org

QUESTIONS?
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Post-Secondary & Beyond
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Sanctuary Scholars Handout
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https://www.fcjrefugeecentre.org/webinar-access-to-education-the-sanctuary-scholars-program/


Sanctuary Scholars Applications & Other Ventures
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York University Toronto Metropolitan University
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https://www.yorku.ca/unit/vpacad/2023/12/12/the-sanctuary-scholar-program/
https://www.torontomu.ca/social-innovation/initiatives/programs/sanctuaryscholars/


POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION ACCESS PROGRAMS

Broad access programs:

• York University

• Toronto Metropolitan University

Some discussion, but no broad access programs:

• Queen’s University

• Wilfred Laurier University

• University Of Toronto

*No colleges so far (aside from some bridging courses/programs)
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OSAP (Ontario Student Assistance Program)
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The Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) is a financial aid program that can help you pay for 
college or university.

OSAP offers funding through:
• grants: money you don’t have to pay back
• a student loan: money you need to repay once you’re done school

When you apply for OSAP, you are automatically considered for both grants and a loan. If you don’t 
want to take a loan, and you’re a full-time or part-time student, you can decline it after your application 
is approved.

OSAP can help you pay for: tuition, books and equipment, fees charged by your school, living expenses 
(full-time students only), child care (for full-time and part-time students with children)

https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-about-osap


OSAP (Ontario Student Assistance Program)
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Note: There have been some changes to the OSAP and tuition freezes in Ontario as of February 12, 2026:

• The allocation of OSAP funding for eligible students in the new school year will be reduced from a 
maximum of 85% to a maximum of 25% for grants, with funding for loans increased to a minimum of 75%. 

• From the 2026-2027 school year, publicly-assisted colleges and universities will be able to raise tuition fees 
by up to 2% per year for the next three years.

• Learn more: https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program

https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program


Some Financial Assistance Options
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UnborderED Knowledge Maytree Scholarship Program
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https://www.unborderedknowledge.com/scholarships
https://www.unborderedknowledge.com/scholarships
https://maytree.com/strengthening-communities/maytree-scholarship-program/
https://maytree.com/strengthening-communities/maytree-scholarship-program/


Some Financial Assistance Options
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ONE City Scholarship S4 Collective
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https://www.onecityfund.com/scholarship
https://www.s4collective.org/scholarship-distribution-1


Some Financial Assistance Options
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For Youth Initiative CCR Daniel Schickedanz Scholarship

www.fcjrefugeecentre.org

https://www.foryouth.ca/fyi-scholarship
https://ccrweb.ca/en/daniel-schickedanz-scholarship


Some Financial Assistance Options
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Access Alliance The Spring
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https://accessalliance.ca/scholarship/
https://www.cannonburyfoundation.com/spring-grant#Eligibility-Criteria


Some Financial Assistance Options
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UNHCR List of Scholarships Catholic Charities Scholarship
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https://services.unhcr.org/opportunities/?_gl=1*1xge0pg*_rup_ga*MTYxNTYxMjE0NC4xNzU4MDMzNTg5*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*czE3NzA2NjcxNTAkbzIkZzAkdDE3NzA2NjcxNTAkajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*MTA1NzA4MDMxOC4xNzcwNjY3MTUw*_ga*MTYxNTYxMjE0NC4xNzU4MDMzNTg5*_ga_9TNFSN3TKP*czE3NzA2NjcxNTAkbzIkZzAkdDE3NzA2NjcxNTAkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://ccat.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Sisters-of-Service-New-Immigrants-Refugees-Scholarship-Eligibility-Criteria-2026.pdf


Current Advocacy Efforts
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ONTARIO EDUCATION REPORT CARD PROJECT
• The Uprooted Education 2016 Ontario Report was the result of a 

project undertaken by members of the FCJ Youth Network to explore how 
the unique trajectories and social locations of migrant youth with 
precarious immigration status intersect with Access T.O.; particularly its 
involvement in, Ontario High Schools.​

• The 2024-2025 reports did a follow-up on the 2016 edition detailing the 
current experiences through the same five salient themes (Getting In, 
Equitable Participation, Anti-discrimination, Support, Moving On), and 
offers insight into promising practices and possibilities to ignite change.
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REPORT CARDS, FOCUS GROUPS & ROUNDTABLE
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SOME RESOURCES

Watch Here Download Coming soon...

https://www.fcjrefugeecentre.org/webinar-access-to-education-the-sanctuary-scholars-program/
https://www.fcjrefugeecentre.org/?sdm_process_download=1&download_id=29527


WHO IS ACCOUNTABLE? 

• When vulnerable populations are marginalized, 
it often falls to local, grass roots efforts to 
support and advocate for equitable access and 
equal rights. 

• Using your privilege as power.

• Importance of allies & networks

• Advocacy – the needle is moving; but it takes 
collective action and tireless advocacy

Toronto
For All

Campaign
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Thank you
Stefan Enrique Joseph Kallikaden

stefanjk@fcjrefugeecentre.org

416-469-9754 ext. 248
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