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Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that the land we are standing on today is the traditional 

territory of many nations including, the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 

Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples, 

and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. 

We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 signed with the 

Mississaugas of the Credit, and the Williams Treaty signed with multiple 

Mississaugas and Chippewa bands.
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Disclaimer

Please note that this presentation is 

provided for general information 

purposes only and is not intended to be, 

and does not constitute, legal advice.
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Who We Are
FCJ Refugee Centre serves 

refugees and other individuals 

and families at risk due to their 

immigration status. 

We welcome anyone asking for 

advice, counsel and support 

regarding their refugee claim or 

immigration process.

We address systemic issues that 

newly arrived refugee claimants 

face in Canada including lack of 

resources, marginalization, and 

discrimination.
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Our Programs and Services
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• The FCJ Youth Network has been operating for more than 14 years and has 

supported over 650 youth since its inception.

• The FCJ Youth Network is a Brave Space for newcomer and migrant youth to 

come together on a weekly basis to learn, build, and participate in community 

engagement.

• A Brave Space is where everyone feels safe, heard, respected and involved.

• A really important aspect of our youth group is that it is open to any 

newcomer youth regardless of their status. 

• It is an inclusive space for youth to support each other, get involved in the 

community, participate in a variety of activities and workshops, and engage in 

self-advocacy and activism.

FCJ Youth Network
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• Many of the projects the youth network pursues, including the original idea of Access To 

Education, are borne from the challenges and barriers many of the youth have personally 

experienced. 

• We often attend and present at conferences, host community gatherings, travel, have movie 

nights, monthly family dinners, attend marches and rallies in solidarity with each other.

• The members of the FCJ Youth Network continue to act as leaders in the community. 

• The FCJYN engages in policy related discussions at all levels of government – Local, Municipal, 

Provincial and Federal.
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• The official age range of the FCJYN is 13-30; with most youth falling between 

20-27 presently. The overall network has 120 active members with a weekly 

attendance of 10-15 youth.

• Majority of the youth come to Canada having some level of Secondary 

Education, with a significant portion having already completed school or in 

their final year. Some youth also either have their Post-Secondary Education 

or had to leave their country in the middle of their post-secondary schooling.

• The youth come from countries such as; Mexico, Columbia, Peru, Gambia, 

Morocco, Uganda, Barbados, Algeria, United States of America, Kenya, St. 

Kitts, Bahamas, Cuba, Nigeria, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Brazil, 

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Chile, Saudi Arabia, El Salvador, India & China. 

• Many of their first languages are Spanish, Arabic and English, but we aim to 

never allow language to be a barrier to access our services with staff and 

volunteer interpretation; and encouraging methods of learning English to 

build confidence in integration and socializing.
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What are examples of ‘regularized’ status? 
• Canadian Citizen
• Permanent Resident
• Convention Refugee 
• Protected person
• International student*
• Visitor*

What are examples of ‘precarious’ status?
• Refugee Claimants
• Refused Refugee Claimants
• International student*
• Visitor*
• Those caught in limbo due to immigration policy 

changes
• Victims & Survivors of Human Trafficking
• Those involved in sponsorship breakdown 
• Anyone without official immigration status living 

in Canada

Regularized vs Precarious Status
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• Education in Canada is Provincially Administered

• Levels of Education in Ontario can be divided by – Preschool Daycare, Elementary, Secondary, and 

Post-Secondary

• The Ministry of Education is the ministry of the Government of Ontario responsible for 

government policy, funding, curriculum planning and direction in all levels of public education, 

including elementary and secondary schools

• Paul Calandra is the Minister of Education for the Province of Ontario

• The Ministry of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence and Security is the ministry of the 

Government of Ontario responsible for administration of laws relating to post-secondary 

education.

• Nolan Quinn is the Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence and Security for the 

Province of Ontario

Education System In Canada

www.fcjrefugeecentre.org



There are different requirements for completing a study permit application based on level of 

education, program type and immigration status.

In today’s webinar we will be discussing the following types while having precarious immigration 

status:

Study Permit types for this webinar

• Study Permit to finish high school (under 18)

• Study Permit for Adult School (21+) 

• Study Permit for Sanctuary Scholars (YorkU and TMU)

• Study Permit for general post-secondary education
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• Passport (if you are a refugee claimant or have surrendered your passport to the Canadian 
government for any prior reason, the certified true copy of the document would be needed)

• Digital photo (doesn't need to be professional, but it needs to be clear, from a forward angle and on a 
white background)

• Letter Of Acceptance (for post-secondary, the long form is needed - not the offer letter)
• Provincial Attestation Letter (PAL) - if you have one (if not, we will look at an example explanation 

letter)
• Proof of finances (this could vary depending on your circumstances; the common one is bank 

statements - whatever you will be using to pay for the application is a good place to start)
• Medicals

[Note: all digital copies would be sufficient]

What documents are required?
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What Documents Do I 
need to Gather to Start 

My Application?

• A scanned copy of your 
passport.
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What Documents Do I 
need to Gather to Start 

My Application?

• A digital photo of yourself 
with a white background

• Important: Avoid the use 
of “Selfie” pictures for this 
application
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What Documents Do I 
need to Gather to Start 

My Application?

• A scanned copy of your 
medical exam with 
immigration
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• Work history from your 18th birthday (or) past 10 years (whichever is shorter) this includes 
school/volunteering/unemployment

• Have you had any post-secondary school experience? (inside or outside Canada)
• Most recent immigration status document (even if expired - the details on this document will help us 

fill/review forms quicker)
• Do you have a work permit/are you applying for one along with this application? (only if eligible by 

your immigration status)

What information is required?
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[Note: You will need to download the free Adobe Reader to be able to open and fill the form]

How to fill the IMM5709 form
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[Note: You will need to download the free Adobe Reader to be able to open and fill the form]

How to fill the IMM5709 form
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PAL Exemption, Extended Employment/ 
Explanation Letter & Financials
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THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS?

www.fcjrefugeecentre.org




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: What Documents Do I need to Gather to Start My Application?
	Slide 14: What Documents Do I need to Gather to Start My Application?
	Slide 15: What Documents Do I need to Gather to Start My Application?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

